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Abstract: Based on and understanding
of China's social, political and eco-
nomic context and the trajectory of the
country's modern city planning practice,
the paper examines the content of city
planning researches and the important
treatises in two different periods (30
years' of pre-reform and post-reform
periods respectively) by analyzing pub-
lished books, papers, dissertations and
nationally funded projects. It is found
that in a total of 60 years, the city
planning research agenda had wunder-
gone the periods of transformation, re-
configuration and reframing and had
been complementary to China's Social-
ist construction. The socialist central
planning system and market system
characterizes the first 30 years' and the
second 30 years' of city planning re-
searches respectively. It is argued that
learning from planning history of both
China and overseas is the best way to
exploring the mission and ideal of ur-
ban the planning discipline.

Keywords: the history of China's mod-
ern city planning; socialist city plan-
ning; city planning research; city plan-
ning treatise; urban and rural planning
discipline
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A Review of Chinese City Planning Researches and Important Treatises from
1949 to 2009
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Fig.1 Statistical chart of the number of plan—
ning books published from 1952 to 1957
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Fig.2 Statistical chart of the number of plan—
ning books published from 1958 to 1960
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