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A Research on the Development of New Towns and New Districts in China from
the Perspective of National Governance

WU Min, PENG Xiaolei, YE Chengkang, WANG Hongyuan, WANG Xinfeng,

LIU Jihua

Abstract: The new town and new district has emerged as a key spatial phenomenon
since China launched its reform and opening up program, and it has played an impor-
tant role in promoting economic development and accelerating the process of urbaniza-
tion. In recent years, China's new towns and new districts have given rise to new
problems that have attracted much attention. However, there is still a lack of compre-
hensive and objective understanding of such issues. By incorporating relevant policy
documents, academic researches and authoritative data, this paper defines the concept
of new town and new district, and comprehensively sorts out the existing situation
and characteristics of new towns and new district. In light of the historical context
and stages of China's urbanization and economic development, this paper systematical-
ly examines the changes in goal-setting and development dynamics in the different pe-
riods from the perspective of national governance. The paper divides the development
of new towns and new districts into three stages: the period of pioneering explora-
tion, the period of normative guidance, and the period of promotion and demonstra-
tion. By summarizing the outcomes of policy implementation in each development
stage, the paper provides the basis and suggestions on policy formulation for new
town and new district development.

Keywords: national governance; new towns and new districts; development trajectory
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Tab.1 The type, level, quantity, approval organization, supervisory department, and other information of de-

velopment zones
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Tab.3 Comparison of the development of new
towns and new districts at all levels in China
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Fig.2  Number and proportion of new towns at different levels in different provinces
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Fig.4 Comparison of the development process and policy stages of new towns and new districts in China
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