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The Types and Structure of Knowledge in Territorial Spatial Planning

SUN Shiwen

Abstract: Base on a discussion of the meanings of territorial spatial planning, the
thesis explores major knowledge types underpinning territorial spatial planning: the
knowledge of planning, the knowledge of territorial uses, and the knowledge of for-
mative elements of territorial space. The knowledge of formative elements of territori-
al space is the foundation of space uses, but space uses as purposive and conscious
human behaviors are affected by human values and capabilities as well as the institu-
tional environment. Territorial spatial planning arranges space uses, regulates spatial
changes, and resolves conflicts among various space users. The planning knowledge
is composed of policy objectives, relationship among various space uses, comprehen-
sive evaluation, and social organization and coordination, with the synthesis of forma-
tive elements and use-patterns of the territorial space.

Keywords: territorial spatial planning; elements of territorial spatial planning; territo-

rial use; knowledge types of territorial spatial planning
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