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Five Philosophical Concerns of the Territorial Spatial Planning
WU Zhigiang

Abstract: In light of the basic ideas underpinning the current historical stage of estab-
lishing the territorial spatial planning system, the paper interprets the philosophy of terri-
torial spatial planning from five aspects. It answers five fundamental questions. First,
what is territorial spatial planning? It is about the definition, the subjects, and the ob-
jects of territorial spatial planning. Second, where does the territorial spatial planning
come from? It explains the meaning of the territorial spatial planning through a histori-
cal review of the spatial trajectory. Third, why should a territorial spatial planning sys-
tem be built? It explains the role of territorial spatial planning in the modern national
governance system. Fourth, how to evaluate the quality of territorial spatial planning? It
refers to an evaluation index system that can measure the potential ecological, econom-
ic, and social consequences of territorial spatial plans. Fifth, where does the territorial
spatial planning heading for in the future? It explains the spatial trends of territorial spa-
tial planning in different countries under unprecedented transformations.

Keywords: subjects and objects of spatial planning; composition of spatial planning;

functions of spatial planning; spatial planning evaluation; trends of spatial planning
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