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The Development Characteristics and Evolution Mechanism of Peri—urban Ar-
eas——A Case Study of Jiangyin
TANG Weicheng, PENG Zhenwei

Abstract: Peri-urban areas in China are a transitional zone under the influence of
the country's urban-rural dual system. The formation of peri-urban areas cannot be
separated from their specific background and social context. The village, as an im-
portant spatial organization and resource allocation unit, forms peri-urban areas in
China. It coordinates various microeconomic entities within its administrative bound-
ary and meanwhile responds to the changing external environments such as national
policy shifts and regional development requirements. The paper examines Zhou-
zhuang town and Huashi town of Jiangyin city in the meso-level perspective and an-
alyzes the peri-urbanization characteristics of the case areas in the spatial, economic
and social aspects respectively. It then analyzes three interrelated cruxes of the evo-
lution mechanism, including conditions for path establishment, development logic,
and forms of village adjustment and expansion. Collective land ownership and land
resource constraint are the inherent attributes of villages, which create internal ten-
sion and the expansion of industrial capital as well as construction land in peri-ur-
ban villages. At the end, the paper argues that a reasonable spatial structure and the
coordination of space, industry and policy are the keys to the future transformation
of peri-urban areas in China.

Keywords: peri-urbanization; village unit; driving mechanism; social structure
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