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The Expected Impact of Informatization on Urban Modernization
WANG Guangtao, LI Fen, GAO Nannan

Abstract: China is now at the development stage toward realizing socialist modern-
ization, and the level of urban modernization is the key to national competitiveness.
The paper establishes an evaluation method for assessing urban modernization by syn-
thesizing contemporary indicators, city rankings, and thematic evaluation results in
the global urban competitiveness annual reports. The level of urban modernization
(UML or UML) adopts various comprehensive indicators including urban economic
conditions, talents, information exchange, and policy support, and is further com-
pared with the most competitive cities all over the world. The paper measures the
level of urban modernization and comprehensively analyzes data in the annual re-
ports in both China and overseas in recent years. It concludes that Chinese cities
have advantages in economic and commercial activities, but there are bottlenecks in
international high-end talents, policy support, and information exchange, which repre-
sents future breakthroughs and direction in the urban modernization process. Given
the characteristics of China's new stage of urban development, the paper explores the
ways to break current bottlenecks and improve the level of modernization in terms
of data-driven construction of smart cities, improvement of urban governance, and ca-
pacity building in emergency responses. Information technology will surely bring
about profound changes to urban modernization if information network, modern ur-
ban transportation and other new infrastructure investment policies are brought togeth-
er.

Keywords: urban modernization; urban competitiveness; informatization; new-type smart

city; new infrastructure
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