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Philosophical Thinking on Sustainable Urban Form
YUN Yingxia, HU Junhui, REN Lijian

Abstract: A sustainable city is considered capable of mitigating urban problems.
However, given the fact that urban problems have not yet been effectively con-
trolled, the conventional cognitive paradigm is called into question. Without giving
up the original aspiration of designing the beautiful city and the mission of attain-
ing sustainability, the paper reflects on the current thinking of sustainable urban de-
sign. It reviews Chinese and overseas researches on urban philosophy, analyzes the
philosophical foundation of design principles of sustainable urban form, and establish-
es the internal connection between design and philosophical thinking. The analysis
shows that philosophy enriches the understanding of sustainable urban forms. To
tackle the severe urban problems, the paper argues that sustainable urban form
should be based on systematic philosophical thinking in ecologism, humanism, sys-
tem theory, developmental thinking, harmonious balance, and spatial dynamism.
The paper also provides a method for designing healthy cities.

Keywords: beautiful city; sustainable urban form; philosophical; thinking
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Tab.2  Urban research from a philosophical perspective in modern China
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