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Restoring the Historical Facts of Liang—Chen Plan: A Commentary by Liang
Sicheng, Lin Huiyin and Chen Zhanxiang
LI Hao

Abstract: In view of the famous "Liang-Chen Plan" event in the history of modern
urban planning in China, a newly discovered commentary article entitled "Several Is-
sues on the Future Development Plan of Beijing proposed by Mr. Baranikov", co-au-
thored by Liang Sicheng, Lin Huiyin and Chen Zhanxiang, clarifies many historical
misunderstandings by revealing the consensus and divergence between Liang Sicheng
and colleagues and Soviet experts headed by Baranikov on Beijing's urban planning.
Liang Sicheng and Soviet experts shared views on Beijing's industrial development,
restriction of urban population and urban functional zoning. Liang Sicheng and col-
leagues held slightly different opinions on population calculation in the suburbs, the
size of industrial population and industrial land, and the distances of residential ar-
cas from those by Soviet experts. However, the issue of large-scale planning and
the preservation or demolition of city walls was not included in the debate. Liang
Sicheng's main disagreement with Soviet expert report focused on the planning of
the central administrative zone, which constituted the main content and planning
ideas of the Liang-Chen Plan.

Keywords: urban history; urban planning history; capital, Beijing; central administra-

tive zone
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Fig.2 Title page of handwritten copy (left) and recovery board based on archival memory (right) of

"Some questions about the future development plan of Beijing proposed by Mr. Balannikov
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thored by Liang Sicheng, Lin Huiyin and Chen Zhanxiang
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