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Urbanization in China’s Pastoral Regions since 2000: Review and Suggestions

Yl Xiaofeng, XU Yougang

Abstract: Urbanization in China's pastoral regions can be divided into two phases.
The first phase was from 1949 to around 2000, featuring the settling down of herd-
ers and the contracting of household responsibilities. The second phase is from 2000
to the present time, featuring the mega projects under ecological management. The
latter phase is mainly driven by force from the top as the central government takes
the greatest responsibility while local governments implement and promote central
initiatives. However, herders and enterprises have barely get involved in the process.
This mechanism of urbanization results in both gains and losses. In the future, the
driving force of urbanization should shift from the top to the local level under the
guidance of the governments. The previous one-directional urbanization approach,
which is characterized by the migration from pastoral areas to cities and towns,
should be replaced by urbanization based on localized movement. Correspondingly,
the investment-dependent development should shift to an endogenous model.

Keywords: urbanization in pastoral regions; mechanism; migrant urbanization; endog-
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