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Distributional Characteristics and Influencing Factors of Invisible Consumption
Space: A Case Study of Nanjing Old City
SUN Shijie, WANG Jinyi

Abstract: In the Internet era, the combination of online and offline e-commerce has
facilitated the creation of new consumption spaces, including invisible spaces that re-
ly on online platforms to operate. Consequently new spaces engender the autonomous
spatial adjustment of the old city and therefore, serve as a catalyst for urban regenera-
tion. Taking the Nanjing old city as a case study, this paper explores the macro distri-
butional characteristics and the micro locational factors of invisible consumption
space by processing and analyzing relevant POI data. It proposes that the explicit and
implicit spatial relationship, space cost, and building management are the main fac-
tors influencing space distribution, while commercial and residential buildings are im-
portant carriers of spatial clustering. This paper argues that the emergence and devel-
opment of invisible consumption space is a manifestation of the diversification of old-
city regeneration and an important bottom-up regeneration approach in the Internet
age. However, it also poses new challenges to urban renewal and planning.

Keywords: invisible consumption space; internet environment; distributional charac-

teristics; spatial clustering; urban regeneration
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Fig.1 Spatial distribution of invisible consumption
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