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New Patterns of Urbanization in the New Development Stage——The Concept
and ldentification Standards of Modern Metropolitan Areas
WANG Guangtao, LI Fen, LIU Xiang, GAO Nannan, GAO Yufei

Abstract: The development of modern metropolitan areas (MA) is an important poli-
cy agenda of the 14th Five-Year Plan in the new development stage. How to define
and identify an MA affects the implementation of the agenda. This study summarizes
conceptual frameworks and definition standards of MAs in both the international and
the Chinese contexts. Factors influencing the development of MAs are systematically
analyzed quantitatively by using big data. The paper finds that: (Dcentripetal commut-
ing rate is not a suitable indicator for definig China's MAs; @ one-hour transporta-
tion circle is the basis for understanding an MA and its economic and life circles;
(3industrial agglomerations of an MA represent a higher level of economic relation-
ship; @the integration and equalization of public services in an MA need to occupy
important public policy areas; it is necessary to take an integrated approach to eco-
logical protection and restoration of the MA; (©as one of the key factors, keeping
administrative spatial adjustment synchronous with or moderately ahead of the devel-
opment of an MA is conducive to the growth of the MA. Based on such insights,
this paper puts forward a new conceptual scheme and the corresponding identifica-
tion standards for MAs in the contemporary Chinese context. It proposes using the
concepts of first-level hinterland (mainly one-hour commuter circle) and the second-
level hinterland (mainly one-hour transportation circle) to assess the level of MA de-
velopment. And the promotion of MA development should primarily take a bottom-
up approach. The paper also puts forward several suggestions in terms of clarifying
development goals and directions, determining capacity, forming development pat-
terns, formulating standards, and establishing mechanisms.

Keywords: metropolitan area; urbanization; transportation area; commuting area; urban

and rural integration
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Fig.1 Spatial area of Beijing metropolitan area (first— and second—level hinterland)
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