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The Reform of the Natural Resource Property Rights System and the Innovation
in Territorial Spatial Governance
HUANG Xianjin

Abstract: In the background of the natural resource property rights reform and the
upgrading of the territorial spatial governance system, the paper tackles the problem
of land-human imbalance and the mismatch between the human rights to develop-
ment, land cultivation rights, and land development rights, which all resulted from
the property rights gap in the traditional territorial spatial development system. From
the perspectives of spatial equity, spatial advantage, and spatial justice, the paper re-
veals the link between the development rights, property rights, and control rights to
natural resources and the critical roles of these rights in the making, implementa-
tion, and administration of territorial spatial plans. Accordingly, this paper proposes
the promotion of spatial governance and human-land harmony through the reconstruc-
tion and innovation of the property rights in natural resources. Furthermore, it also
analyses the performance of spatial governance and the effective paths toward gover-
nance goals through the institutional arrangements of property rights, private proper-
ty rights, diverse property owners, and the combination of multiple ownership types.
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Fig.1 Evolution of the natural resource property
rights system and human—land relationship in China
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Fig.2 Linkages between rights to nature resource

elements
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Fig.3 Property rights to nature resource elements

and territorial spatial planning
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