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A Theoretical Analysis on the Structural Effects of Space of Flows
YAN Longxu

Abstract: Empirical and planning studies regarding the space of flows suffer from a lack
of theoretical analysis on its structural effects. Based on classical theories, this paper first
summarizes key mechanisms of the formation of place structure into "place
agglomeration", "place evolution", and "place equilibrium". Then, by incorporating typical
functions and related evidences, it sheds light the structural effects of space of flows on
different scales. The paper argues that through alleviating the restriction of "place
equilibrium”, space of flows creates horizontal connections between places without
hierarchy and geographical proximity, transforming spaces from a tree-like structure to a
non-tree pattern. In the era of space of flows, the development of a place is determined
by two dimensions: "place - flows" or "locality - non-locality". For those places that serve
as centers in the network of flows and are able to extract wealth from the "periphery",
their "place agglomeration" and '"place evolution" will be reinforced, while those
functionally in the "periphery" and deprived of wealth will be negatively affected. Finally,
the paper proposes four research topics with additional discussions on planning studies
from the standpoint of place.

Keywords: space of flows; space of place; structural effects; theoretical analysis
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Fig.1 The positive feedback of the formation of centers in space of place
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Fig.2 From the "economic landscape" to a central places system
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Fig.3 From the core—periphery model to a tree—like structure and the flows
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