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The Spatial Pattern of China’s Non—Hukou Migration: An Analysis Based on the
Dual Perspective of Regional Difference and Urban—Rural Gradient
LU Xigang, ZHANG Li

Abstract: From the dual perspective of regional difference and urban-rural gradient
(presented as settlement hierarchy) and depending on province and settlement types
(namely city, town, and village) of origin and destination, the research identifies 27
non-hukou migration flows for each province. Out- and in-migration intensities are
calculated and clustered to identify the spatial pattern of migration flows.
Specifically, the 31 provincial units are divided into 5 types, namely, high in-
migration, high out-migration, balanced migration, former frontier, and low migration.
The paper also discusses the characteristics and factors of spatial migration pattern.
Several findings result from the research. 1) Although migration up the economic
gradient is well recognized, migration up the urban-rural gradient is also identified
as a dominating pattern. 2) The diversity of spatial migration pattern relies on a
combination of economic and urban-rural gradients. Regional development seems to
facilitate all types of in-migration and short-distance out-migration but discourage
long-distance outmigration. 3) Besides economic factors, non-economic factors such
as south-north or inland-frontier cultural differences also play an important role in
moderating the migration pattern along the urban-rural gradient.

Keywords: Non-Hukou migration; spatial pattern; regional difference; urban-rural gradient;

migration intensity; cluster analysis
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