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The Rationales and Structure of Environmental Impact Assessment in Territorial
Spatial Planning
XU Fei, SHEN Chi, XU Jingguan

Abstract: The practice of Planning Environmental Impact Assessment (PEIA) has
been under study in China. After a major reform of the Chinese planning system,
relevant standards of PEIA have not yet been established. From the perspective of
territorial Spatial Planning (TSP), this paper discusses the practical conflicts of EIA
in TSP (EIATSP), and argues that EIATSP has deviated from the original intention.
In the new era, EIATSP should be undertaken to ensure plan implementation and
must serve the monitoring and evaluation functions. EIATSP needs to be
reformulated with exigency that matches the level, type, and content of TSP. In the
technical aspect, EIATSP should emphasize the application of the causal relationship
model, the result-oriented model, and alternative plans. An optimization mechanism
that can remain consistent with plan implementation should also be established.
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Tab.1  Five levels and three categories of TSP
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