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Functional Enhancement and Spatial Development of Smart Communities under
the Trend of Work Returning to Community
WANG Fuhai, LIU Quan, HUANG Dingfang

Abstract: Among the four functions of modern cities, namely living, work, leisure,
and transportation, the concentration of work is the most important aspect to shape
the form of modern cities into functional zones. With new telecommunication
technologies today, the need for concentrated work appears to be weakening.
Therefore, more work will return to communities in the future, resulting in spatial
restructuring of cities. In this process, the first cohort of workers to return to the
community and disrupt the existing work and life style is the creative class, who is
closely related to the concept of smart city and smart community. In order to meet
the needs of the creative class, the importance of building the smart community
need to be highlighted. The smart community is not a pure residential area, but
rather an urban precinct with comprehensive functions, including the strengthened
learning function that is well integrated with other four functions. The paper
illustrates four new planning trends to respond to new functional needs of the smart
community, including blending complex functions and diverse people, designing
public spaces to provide smart service and facilitate face-to-face communications,
superimposing walking scale on technical scale to form new urban structure, and
inventing a mechanism that helps match standardized framework and customized
modules.

Keywords: smart city; future community; mixed function; work; creative class; learning
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