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A Preliminary Study on the Application of Scene Theory in the Conservation and
Renewal of Historic Towns in China
LI Heping, JIN Hong, CLARK T N, JIANG Wen

Abstract: At present, the conservation and renewal of China's historic towns suffer
from the problems of isolation in historic element protection, homogenization of
historical environment, and uniformity of development dynamics, etc. There is an
exigent need to seek their solutions. The scene theory, which stresses holism,
multiplicity, and dynamism holds the promise. This paper discusses the theoretical
inspiration of scene theory on the conservation and renewal of historic towns. Built
on a research framework that is based on the logical line of "scene feature
identification—scene measurement analysis—scene strategy proposal”, the paper takes
Tucheng historic and cultural town in Guizhou Province as an example and explores
the application of scene theory to the conservation and renewal of historic towns.
The paper provides useful thoughts on the study of historic towns in China.
Keywords: scene theory; historic town; conservation and renewal; inspiration;
Tucheng
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Fig.1 Dimensions of scene analysis
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Fig.2 Framework of historic town scene research system
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Fig.3 Amenity inclusions model of historic town
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Fig.5 Spatial distribution of red culture scenes, water transport culture scenes, and wine culture scenes
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Fig.6 Post—planning spatial distribution of red culture scenes, water transport culture scenes, and wine culture scenes
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