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Technical System for Territorial Spatial Planning: Superstructural Design and
Critical Breakthroughs
ZHANG Shangwu

Abstract: The establishment and supervision of the territorial spatial planning system
contributes to the reform of China's planning system, of which the superstructure of
its technical system needs to be established with a view to build the complete
system structure and the operational apparatus. This paper puts forward the overall
logic and framework of the technical system for planning from four aspects: the
spatial dimension (the control of the whole region and all elements), the vertical
dimension (the planning preparation system with five levels and three categories),
the horizontal dimension (the planning and the spatial management system), and the
temporal dimension (the whole life cycle of spatial development). Focusing on the
key issues of contemporary planning practice, the paper proposes four breakthroughs,
including clarifying the tasks of technical system design, grasping vertical and
horizontal technical links, strengthening detailed planning and action planning, and
reinforcing the synergy of the operational system.
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