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Planning for Metropolitan Area Integration: Shenzhen’s Experience and Its
Reflections
FANG Yu, XU Yuxuan, SUN Wenyong, HE Bin

Abstract: Modern metropolitan development is an important means to promote new
urbanization, and metropolitan integration is the future direction. However, there is a
paucity of research on this topic. Using Shenzhen Metropolitan Area as an example,
the paper builds a three-dimensional analytical framework of factor flow, spatial
integration, and governance coordination, evaluates and analyzes the metropolitan
development trajectory, discusses current characteristics and problems in metropolitan
development, and provides practical guidance for regional planning and development. On
the whole, Shenzhen Metropolitan Area is characterized by strong convection and weak
coordination. Its high-quality and integrated development is dependent on the
guidance of sustainable innovation, regional resource reorganization and integration in
five fields and the closing of spatial gaps through the development of cross-border zones.
Keywords: Shenzhen metropolitan area; sustainable innovation; integration of the

metropolitan areas; factor flow; spatial integration; governance coordination
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