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Evolvement and Development of Rural Governance from the Perspective of
Urban—Rural Relationship
SUN Ying, ZHANG Shangwu

Abstract: In light of the goal of "modernizing China's system and capacity for
governance", rural governance is a critical element on the national modernization
agenda. As an important part of the urban-rural relationship, rural governance is
subject to the structural constraints of urbanization, and the establishment of a
modern rural governance system needs to be discussed in the context of
transformative urban-rural relations. The paper examines China's historical changes in the
rural governance system is examined from the perspective of urban-rural relations. It
argues that the state system of allocating urban and rural resources determines the
rules and conditions of rural governance, the flow of market factors between urban
and rural areas changes the organizational mechanism of rural governance, and the
transformation of urban-rural social relations affects the action for grassroots
governance. Based on the framework of "government-market participants-village
community", the strategy of rebuilding the rural governance system is proposed that
is conducive to urban-rural integration. The direction of rural planning intervention
is also discussed as a tool to promote modern rural governance.
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Tab.1 The evolution of urban—rural relations and the changes in rural governance
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