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A Comparative Study of the Urban Renewal Paths in the Yangtze River Delta
Region: The Perspective of Governance
YIN Weina, GU Ying, SH! Lu

Abstract: Urban renewal in the era of inventory land is complex and arduous, and
the conventional governance model is ill suited to the context. There is an exigent
need to understand and optimize the urban renewal process from the governance per-
spective. The paper analyzes the different dilemmas faced by diverse market players
and government entities in the implementation of renewal programs in various core
cities in the Yangtze River Delta through reviewing their renewal models, policies,
and implementation processes. From a governance perspective, it is important to bal-
ance the need for maintaining the bottom line and public interests as a whole and
stimulating market vitality and protecting the interest of all parties. The paper pro-
poses four suggestions on innovating the urban renewal processes in the Yangtze
River Delta and argues for a governance model featuring the collaboration of the
government, the market, and the society. From the perspective of the government, at-
tention should be paid to improving governance tools that help prioritize public inter-
ests. From the perspective of the market, policies should be formulated to stimulate
market vitality. From the perspective of the society, a consultative mechanism should
be established to ensure wider public participation.

Keywords: urban renewal; governance structure; governance tools; policy tools; con-

sultation mechanism
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Tab.1 The characteristics of market—oriented urban renewal
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Tab.2 Characteristics of government—led urban renewal
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