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An Examination of Urban—Rural Planning with Mutual Influence of Sociology
WU Xiao, WEI Yuli, WANG Lingjin, QUAN Yufei

Abstract: In light of the development of planning discipline globally and the need
for its transformation in China, incorporating a sociological perspective into urban-
rural planning is imperative. Based on this understanding, this paper reflects on the
important roles of humanities and social sciences on the transformation of the urban-
rural planning discipline by systematically examining and analyzing theories,
methods, and practices both in and outside China. It focuses on the multi-level
mutual influences between urban-rural planning and sociology. The research finds
that sociology helps enrich the metaphysical and theoretical foundations of urban-
rural planning as well as its technical and methodological systems. On the other
hand, wurban-rural planning contributes to the understanding of sociological
phenomena through spatial analysis of social issues and providing spatial solutions to
social problems. Key issues of urban-rural planning in the sociological perspective
include the construction of community living spaces, urban-rural planning as a
public policy, urban-rural planning as a social process, social planning, and so on.
This influence not only expands the knowlodge and practice in urban-rural planning
to the social realm, but also reflects the new "people-centered" orientation of the
discipline.
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Fig.1 Convectional methodological system in sociology
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Fig.3 Evolution of the urban pattern in Changzhou
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