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Spatial Production Characteristics, Influencing Factors, and Evolutionary Patterns

of Development Zones in China: A 40-Year Retrospective Analysis
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Abstract: In the past 40 years, China's development zones have not only served as
key drivers of the country's rapid industrialization and urbanization but also func-
tioned as crucial spaces for facilitating global capital circulation, promoting regional
coordinated development, and advancing institutional innovation. The development
and transformation of development zones exhibit multiple spatial production character-
istics; however, existing studies primarily draw upon western theoretical models, leav-
ing the unique mechanisms of spatial production in China's development zones under-
explored. By tracing the origins of space production theory and the three circuits of
capital, this study examines the spatial production characteristics, key influencing fac-
tors, and evolutionary patterns of development zones. The findings reveal that across
different developmental stages, the spatial production of development zones is shaped
by government guidance, capital circulation, and spatial restructuring. Three primary
factors influence these characteristics: actors in spatial practices, capital circulation
motives, and interaction between zones and cities. Building on these insights, the
study identifies a "stage-based, process-oriented" evolutionary pattern of spatial pro-
duction in development zones, providing a theoretical foundation for prioritizing pro-
duction over consumption. Furthermore, it elucidates the government's evolving roles
in institutional design and spatial practice at various stages. This study enhances the
understanding of state-led spatial production in development zones and offers theoreti-

cal insights into spatial governance in urban transformation.
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Fig.2 The spatial production characteristics in the three transitions of development zones
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Fig.3 Differences between practice process of development zones and the three circuits of capital model
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