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A Multi-scale Spatial Analysis of Innovative Enterprise Relocation: A Case Study
of High—tech Enterprises
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Abstract: Enterprise relocation offers a crucial clue in studying the location selection
patterns of innovative enterprises and serves as a tangible manifestation of regional
industrial shifts and the evolution of urban functional layouts. This paper examines
high-tech enterprises that have been certified and have relocated their registered ad-
dresses within the past three years. By analyzing the relocation patterns and migra-
tion networks of enterprises across three spatial scales: regional, municipal, and intra-
urban, this paper explores the mechanisms driving innovative enterprise relocation
through the interactive framework of "divergence in growth trajectories" and "diver-
gence in location advantages." The study finds that, at the regional scale, innovative
enterprise relocation exhibits characteristics of simultaneous central out-migration and
cluster in-migration, along with an interplay between near-field reorganization and
broad-scale restructuring. At the municipal scale, relocation is primarily characterized
by diffusion to counties and, to a lesser extent, aggregation towards cities. At the ur-
ban scale, the relocation predominantly follows the pattern of neighboring circle mi-
gration, with the suburbs serving as the primary destination. The relocation of inno-
vative enterprises results from the dynamic alignment between spatial requirements
for growth and locational comparative advantages at multiple scales. The primary in-

fluencing factors for enterprise relocation also vary across different spatial scales.
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Fig.1 Distribution of net migration of innovative enterprises
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Fig.2 The main network structure of regional migration of innovative enterprises
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